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Mr. Jamas H. Lesar 

Attorney at Law 

1231 Fourth Street, S. W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Lesaxi 

This is to acknow ledge receipt of your request for 
a copy of a letter dated April 3, 19 SS to the Attorney 
General from then Chief Justice Sari Warren, concerning 
availability to the public of materials stemming from the 
work of the President's Comziission on the Assassination 
of President Kennedy. We kave this date requested 
initiation of the necessary search of our files for the 
letter to which you refer. We will promptly advise you if 
circumstances preclude accomplishment of our response to 
your request within 20 working days of our receipt thereof 


Sincerely, 

HENRY E. PETERSEN 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


By t 

CARL W. BELCHER 
Chief, Generali Crimes Section 



on August 8, 1974. 
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In order to act upon a request for public 
release of a copy of a letter dated April 3, 1965 to the 
Attorney General from then Chief Justice Earl Warren, 
concerning availability to the public of materials 
stemming from the work of the President's Commission on 
the Assassination of President Kennedy, we need copies of 
that letter for review. Please conduct the necessary 
search and furnish us a certified copy thereof. Unless 
minimal, also please advise us of the cost of retrieving 
this document so we may obtain reimbursement as provided 
in 28 C.F.R. 16.9. 
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Robert Yahn, Acting Ch. , Record & Data 
Systems Section advised that search could 
probably be completed in time. Gist of 
letter, already in the public domain, is 
that public access to Commission materials 
be as free as possible, consistent with 
existing policies on release, e.g., pro- 
tection of informants. Accordingly, when 
found, review and decision as to release 
should take little time. I see no reason 
now to respond to Lesar's garbage about DJ 
suppression, etc. As attorney for Weisberg 
he will persist and at some suitable time if 
necessary we can note that he should not in- 
fer from our policy of denying access to FBI 
files (recently upheld in Lesar's suit 
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James h . Lesar 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
1231 FOURTH STREET, S. W. 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20024 

telephone 202 >_4S4-6023_ ’August -5c, 1 9 J 4 

• i . 

Mr. Henry E. Petersen, Esq. . , 

Assistant Attorney General , 

Department of Justice w >> 

Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Petersen: 

In response to your letter of June 14, I request that you con- 
duct a search, to the extent it is needed, for the April 3, 1965, 
letter which former Chief Justice Earl Warren wrote to the Attorney 
General concerning the public availability of Warren Commission 
files . 


I will, of course, pay whatever fees are required by law. 

However, I call your attention to 28 C.F.R. §16. 9 (a), which 
authorizes you, in conformity with 31 U.S.C. §483a, to determine that 
"such charges or a portion thereof are not in the public interest." 

I request that in this case you do make that determination. 

As you are no doubt aware, serious charges have been made that 
the Department of Justice is suppressing important information per- 
taining to the assassination of President Kennedy. Disclosure of 
the April 3, 1965, letter of former Chief Justice Earl Warren 
should shed additional light on who is responsible for this policy of 
suppression. Because this makes the letter's release a matter of 
paramount benefit to the public, any costs validly incurred in search- 
ing for it should be waived. 

My own view is that you are trying to delay and avoid the release 
of Warren's letter because you know that its text is opposed to the 
policy of suppression which the Department of Justice is carrying out. 
If my view is wrong , then the release of this letter serves not only 
the public interest, but your own interest as well. If my view i£ 
wrong, I am sure I can anticipate the letter's speedy and inexpensive 
release . 




Sincerely yours, 



Jim Lesar 
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General Edwin A. Walker 
4011 Turtle Creek Boulevard 
Dallas, Texas 75219 

Dear General Walker: 

Your letter to the Attorney General concerning a ftullet 
allegedly fired at you by Lee Harvey Oswald has been referred to me. 

The bullet in question is housed at the National Archives 
in Washington, D. C. It is the property of the United States 
Government. Then Attorney General Ramsey Clark issued an order on 
October 31, 1966, vesting ownership of the bullet, among other things 
in the United States. That order was published in the Federal 
Register, Vol . 31, No. 212, page 13968, on November 1, 1956. The 
Attorney General's authority to issue such orders is derived from 
79 Stat. 1185 also known as Public Law 89-319, enacted on November 2, 
1965. 


I hope this information will be of assistance to you. 

Sincerely , 


RONALD L. GAINER 
Chief, Legislation and Special 
Projects Section 
Criminal Division 



Files, 
"STe&bi ns 
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EDWIN A. WALKER 

4011 TURTLE CREEK BLVD. 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75219 

July 3, 1574 


U3 Attorney General 
Deco, pg justice 
' Jcl 3 h . ~j . C . 


I here by request that the bullet that was fired at me by L. 

H. Oswald — according to the WCE , be returned to me, I would think 
by now your interst in it and desire to protect it -would have 
diminsished. 

In the interest of evidence — law, it and other related items 
will be needed for a complete lab analysis of the two window frames 
and the copper weather strip that the bullet passed through which 
no law enforce ment agency has shown any interest in. 

The value of the bullet and the copper stip can only be determ 
-man&^in their relationsship in evidence, as evidence. 

An expeditious reply will be appreciated. 
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Sincerely 



Edwin A. Walker 
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Mr. J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The President’s Commission 
Room 401 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Building 
200 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 



\ 


I am enclosing two letters which 1 believe 
will be of interest to you. One is from Mr. Paul C. 
Aebersold, Director, Division of Isotopes Development, 
Atomic Energy Commission, and the other is from 
Mr. John T. McNaughton, General Counsel of the Depart- 
ment of Defense. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


Mr. Hugh M. Durham 

■'Chief, Legislative & Legal Section 
Office of Legislative Affairs 


OM 


:Acting Director, FBI 


date: May 24 , 19 7 3 


SUBJECT: INVESTIGATION OF THE SHOOTINGS OF 

PRESIDENT KENNEDY, SENATOR ROBERT KENNEDY, 
GOVERNOR WALLACE, AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ; 
INQUIRY OF ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
JAMES D. "MIKE" MC KEVITT 


This is to acknowledge receipt of your memorandum 
dated May 18, 1973, enclosing a letter from Senator Cotton 
to Mr. McKevitt and its enclosures together with a copy 
of Mr. McKevitt ' s reply to Senator Cotton. These enclosures 
are returned herewith. 


In accordance with your request, there is set 
forth below a recommended reply to Senator Norris Cotton 
response to his inquiry on the pa rt of a constituent 

~~ relating 

to a possible conspiracy in the shootings ot President 
Kennedy, Senator Robert Kennedy, Governor Wallace, and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Relating to the shootings of President Kennedy, 
Senator Robert Kennedy, Governor Wallace, and Martin Luther 
King, Jr., for your - inf ormat ion the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation conducted thorough and extensive investi- 
gations of these shootings. Their investigations developed 
no information indicating the respective assailants acted 
in conspiracy with any other person. 
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Mr. James B. Rhoads 
Archivist of the United States 
General Services Administration 
Washington, D.C. 20408 


Files 
Miss Paff 



Dear Mr. Rhoads: 

This letter is in response to your request of May 15, 
1972 that the Department of Justice undertake a review of 
certain documents in the Numbered and Unnumbered Document 
Files of t&e President's Commission on the Assassination 
of President Kennedy for purposes of public release and 
declassification, and will confirm information conveyed by 
phone to Mr. Marion Johnson of your staff. 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation has undertaken a 
review of these documents and reconmends that the unnum- 
bered documents continue to be withheld from public scrutiny. 
It also recommends that those numbered documents bearing 
security classifications not be downgraded or declassified 
and continue to be withheld under Guideline 2. 

Sincerely, 


Leon Ulraan 

Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
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JN'iTED STATES OF AMERICA 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, DC 20408 



Honorable Richard G. Kleindienst 
Acting Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, DC 20530 

Dear Mr. Kleindienst: 



Enclosed are copies of our letter of August 17, 1970, to Attorney 
General Mitchell concerning the review of the Numbered Document 
File of the President's Commission on the Assassination of 
President Kennedy and of his reply of November 3, 1970 . In addi- 
tion to the Numbered Document File involved in these letters, the 
records of the Commission include correspondence and internal 
records of the Commission, some of which relate to the functions 
of other Government agencies and their part in the investigation 
of the assassination. These records were reviewed by the National 
Archives in 1967 at the request of the Department of Justice. 

Some of them were withheld from research, and it is now time for 
r tt the five year review of these documents provided for in the guide- 

AS* lines that apply to the records. I would line to ass the Department 
W" of Justice to review those documents which relate to its functions. 

. * They consist chiefly of correspondence between the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation and the Commission (about two linear inches). 


n~. 

co 

rri 


n 


Both the material that we are now ashing the Department of Justice to 
review and the documents withheld from research in the Numbered Docu- 
ment File of the Commission include some security classified documents. 
The Department may wish to consider these documents under the pro- 
visions of Executive Order II 652 of March 10, 1972 (37 F.R. 5209); to 
determine whether they should be declassified or downgraded, and if 
they are declassified, whether they should be made available for 
research or withheld under a different exemption to the "Freedom of 
Information Act" (5 U.S.C. 552) and a different guideline from Guide- 
line 2. 


The following staff members of the National Archives will be pleased 
to furnish any further information that may be needed: Mr. Mark G. 

EcKhoff, Chief, Legislative, Judicial, and Fiscal Branch, or 
Mr. Marion M. Johnson, on Code 13, Extension 23171* 


Sincerely, 


AMES B. RHOADS 

Archivist of the United States 


Enclosures 
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August 17, 1970 
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Honorable Jc!m K, Mitchell 
Attorney General 

Uashington, D, C. 20530 

0 

0 

Dear Mr. Attorney General j 

The President's Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy 
transferred its records to the National Archives in November 1964 
to be "permanently preserved* under the rules and reflations of 
the National Archives and applicable Federal lav" ( report of the 
Commission, p. XV). The records Included some documents which 
are -withheld from disclosure by specific statutes, security 
classified records, iuveatigatoxy files compiled for lav enforce- 
mat purposes, and radical and personnel records. It was apparent 
that the records of the Commission would have to be reviewed on 
a docurcnt-by-docuj/vcnt basis in order to identify tho relatively 
few documents of this nature that could not immediately be mode 
available for research . 

This review van conducted, in 1965 in accordance with "Guidelinca 
for Review of Materials Submitted to the President's Commission 
on the Assassination of President Kennedy," which were prepared 
by tho Department of Justice in, consultation with the agencies 
which furnished records to the Commission (copy enclosed). Under 
these Guidelines (pago 2) it is, the responsibility of the Archivist 
of. the United States to arrange* for successive reviews of the 
records of the Commission that are withheld from research. As 
it is now five years since the review of the Numbered Document 
File of the Commission in 1965, it is tine for the documents that 
were .withheld from research at that tins to bo reviewed ay a in as 
indicated in tho last paragraph of tho guidelines. The National 
Archives will be pleased to show the documents withheld from 
research at the request of your Department to an y members of your 
staff who may bo selected to review them. Tho following documents 
ere withheld at the request of tho Office of. Legal Counsel of the 
Department of Justice: 

1. About four linear feet of reports of the Federal Dureau 
of Investigation, 


V 
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2* Co-.- -lien ion Rocur.ont 355, c voiurio ^c&oufc two lr.c'p.03 bbicy..*') 

oi* copico ol* suri'.ariaa of 1TBX intevvieva %Jith cacuaisvtsiZi.c.c c. 
or 1 j. Ruby ubicii mgo traussaittedL io iha Ceramic sion. 

by g. letter da-cd pcbrucory U > X9&U , or bYvcs Anaiata rat A.Vtorriey 
Goncrol in ebarco of tbe Criminal Dfviofon of tUa „ 

V/itli bold. under Guideline 3C. 

Tiio following o 'oaff nenbero of the national Arcidvco may bo etxlled 
for any. addle IorcO. ini' o iTsa* io el -that may be needed x V, r* llarte. G* 
Ecidioff, Director, Legislative, Judicial, and Diplomatic Ttec.ord.3 
Division, or Mr* Marion M* Johneon, on Code 13 > Bxtenaion 23XT1* 


Sincerely, 


7 

RSKBSia? E* AlTCHnt, . ^ 

Acting Archivist, 
of tho United States 
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GUIDELINES FOR REVIEW OF MATERIALS SUBMITTED TO 
E-IE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON TEE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY 


;tory requirements promo: 


2. Security clal 


iisclosure should be observe. 


tcT the ClC r. SlllCatlOu Cuk> j . C0nSlStd"ltiy 


ilss ifications shoulc be respected, but the agency 
responsible for the classification should carefully re- 
evaluate the contents of each classified document and 
determine vheths: 
with the national security, be eliminated or downgraded.. 

3. Unclassified material which has not already been disclosed 
in another ferm should be made available to the public 
on a .regular basis unless disclosure-- 

(A) Would be detrimental to the administration and 
enforcement of the laws and regulations of the 
United States and its agencies; 

(B) Might reveal the identity of confidential sources 
of information and impede or jeopardize future 
investigations by precluding or limiting the use 
of the same or similar sources hereafter; 

(C) Would be a source of embarrassment to innocent 
persons, who are the subject, source, .or apparent 
source of the material in question, because it 
contains gossip and rumor or details of a personal 
nature having no significant connection with the 


assassination of the President; 



f* 



apply, your department should, in determining whether or not to 
authorize disclosure, weigh that reason against the overriding 
policy of the Executive Branch favoring the fullest possible dis- 
closure. . 

Unless sooner released to the public, classified and. unclassi 
■tied material which is not now made available to the public shall, 
as a minimum, be reviewed, by the agency concerned five years and 
en years after the initial examination has been completed. The 
criteria applied in the initial examination, outlined aoove, shoul 
be applied to determine whether changed circumstances will permit 
further disclosure. Similar reviews should be under: ak.-.a ar m a- 
ycar lav ar -r Is until all n. rials ..re opou-..-i . !«*/ .. iuute * - 

search purposes. The Archivist of the United States will arrange 
for such review at the appropriate time. Whenever possiole pro- 
vision should be made for the automatic declassification of 
classified material which cannot be declassified at this time. 


- 2 - 


1 ©ffo of tlp> Attnnifu (Sntmtl 

UJafll|ingtan, B. (E. 2n53C 



NOV 3 1970 


Mr. Herbert E. Angel 
Acting Archivist of the United States 
National Archives and Records Services 
Washington, D. C. 20408 

Dear Mr. Angel: 

This is in response to your letter of August 17, 1970, 
in which you notified me that it is time for the documents 
in the Numbered Document File of the Warren Commission to 
be reviewed for the purpose of determining whether any of 
these documents previously withheld may now be released to 
the public. You noted that the documents furnished the 
Commission by this Department include "about four linear 
feet of reports of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 11 and 
"Commission Document 355, a volume (about- two inches thick) 
of copies of summaries of FBI interviews with acquaintances 
of Jack L. Ruby." 

At my request, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
the Office of Legal Counsel conducted a review of those docu- 
ments. The accompanying memorandum of October 1, 1970, which 
is entitled "Five-Year Review of Warren Commission Files", 
contains this Department’s recommendation with respect to 
release of the FBI reports. I believe you will find the 
memorandum self-explanatory. 

As to the other item--Commission Document 355--the De- 
partment recommends partial disclosure. As noted, the Docu- 
ment contains copies of summaries of interviews by the FBI 
of individuals acquainted with Jack Ruby. The full inter- 
views are contained in FBI investigative reports, some of 




which have been released to the public. The Department 
has no objection to the release of those summaries in 
Commission Document 355 relating to interviews which 
themselves are in public view. However, if the inter- 
view being summarized has not been released to the public, 
we would oppose release of the corresponding summary in 
Commission Document 355 . 

If the Department can be of further assistance, please 
do not hesitate to consult us. 
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AUG 1 1972 

Dr. Cyril H. Wecht 
Coroner 

County of Allegheny 
542 Fourth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15219 

Dear Dr. Wecht i 



Marion 



This is in response to your letter to Attorney Gen- 
eral Kleindlenst of July 19, 1972, requesting assistance 
in locating microscopic slides relating to the autopsy 
on President Kennedy. 

This Department does not have any information on this 
matter. We are advised by representatives of the office 
of Dr. Rhoads, the National Archivist, that autopsy ma- 
terials were not included in the materials which the FBI 
obtained pertaining to the Kennedy assassination. Accord- 
ingly, we have no information about the location or avail- 
ability of any such microscopic slides to add to such in- 
formation as may be available from the Warren Commission 
Report or from Dr. Rhoads* office. We regret we cannot 
be of further assistance. 


Sincerely, 


;' w Mary C. Lawton 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Corns el 
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CYRIL H. WECHT. M.D., J.D.. F.C.A.P. 
CORONER 


CHARLES L. WINEK. PH.D. 
CHIEF TOXICOLOGIST 




542 FOURTH AVENUE • PITTSBURGH, PA. 15219 
(412) 355-4460 355-4466 

OFFICE OF THE CORONER 


July 19, 1972 


JUNE S. SCHULBEHG, Eso. 
CHIEF DEPUTY CORONER 


The Honorable Richard G. Kleindienst 
Attorney General of the United States 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 
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Dear General Kleindienst; 


Recently, I was given permission by Professor Burke Marshall, Deputy 
Dean of Yale University School of Law, acting in his capacity as Executor of 
the agreement between the Kennedy family and the National Archives, to review 
various materials at the National Archives relating to the death of President 
John F. Kennedy. I plan to make this examination sometime during the month 
of August, and the final arrangements are being made with Dr. James B. Rhoads, 
the National Archivist . 


I am writing to you to request your assistance in locating the micro- 
scopic slides which were prepared immediately following the autopsy on 
President Kennedy on Friday, 22 November 1963 . These slides are subsequently 
referred to and described in the official Warren Commission Report. Hence, 
there is no question about their availability. 

Inasmuch as I am a Board-certified pathologist, it would be most de- 
sirable for me to review these microscopic slides as part of my overall exam- 
ination of the various autopsy materials in this case . 


Of course, I would examine the slides at whatever facility your Depart- 
ment would select, and at a time and date convenient f or the personnel at that 
facility . 
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The Honorable Richard G. Kleindienst 
Page 2 

July 19, 1972 


Your kindness in pursuing this matter and making these slides available 
to me for a brief examination would be very much appreciated. 

Thank you . 


Respectfully yours. 


Cyril H. Wecht, M.D., J.D. 

Research Professor of Law and 
Director, Institute of Forensic 
Sciences, Duquesne University 


CHW/mg 


Assistant Clinical Professor of Pathology, 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
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June 2 6, 1972 


Mr. Carl W. Belcher 

Chief, General Crimes Section 

Department of Justice 

Washington. D.C. r^r-- iycrn 

20530 ; rs* 

RE: HEP : CWB : JRR :mdz 3 0 " ' ' -- 

129-11 - u 

co cu " t 

Dear Mr. Belcher: - 

Thank you for your letter of June 20, 1972. 

Your referral of my request to the National Archives has 
resulted in a reply from Mr. James B. Rhodes. Unfortunately, 

Mr. Rhodes has Implied that release of the name of the agent 
responsible for the destruction of autopsy films would "constitute 
a clearly un-warranted Invasion of personal privacy of the family 
of the late President Kennedy." (xerox attached) 

It is regre table that this matter was not reviewed during the 
Warren Commission's ten month Inquiry into the death of President 
Kennedy and that this subject only became known some nine years 
later as"a result of the first non-governmental examination of 
these restricted films by Dr. John Lattimer of Columbia University. 

’"he primary reason I direct my request to the Justice Department Is 
because this information first came to light as part of a report 
ordered by your department, and not by the National Archives. 

On November 1, 1966 , at the request of the Justice Department, 

James J. Humes, M.D., and J. Thorton Boswell, M.D., examined, 
identified and inventoried these photographs and wrote a report. (1) 

The note, describing the destruction of a roll of film, is part of 
this report, made at the request of your agency. 

With all due respect to Mr. James 3. Rhodes of the Archives, I 
feel that any legal determination a3 to "unwarranted Invasion of 
personal privacy" as mentioned by Mr. Rhodes should come from the 
Justice Department. 


~/J 7 


/ 


/ 


(1) Report of Inspection by Navy Medical Staff on November 1, 1966 
at the National Archives on x-rays and photos of autopsy of / 
President John F. Kennedy. 1968 Panel Report, page 1. | 
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PAGE TWO 
CARL W. BELCHER 
JUNE 26, 1972 


I do not understand how the release of the name of this agent 
can be construed as an *unwar rented invasion of the personal 
privacy of the Kennedy family.'’* 

This is, more likely than not, simply another example of over- 
classification of documents that may prove embarrassing to one 
government agency or another. 

I do not wish to imply, nor do I believe, that the Justice 
Department is responsible for the restrictions placed on these 
documents . 

Since two agents of the Justice Department (F.3.I.) and two 
agents of the Treasury Department (Secret Service) were present at 
this autopsy, it is reasonable to assume that one of these four 
agents was responsible. 

Since this autopsy was not performed at a private institution 
by private physicians, but rather on government property at 
public expense, it would seem that full disclosure of this matter 
would be in the public interest. 

I would greatly appreciate an opinion from you on this matter. 




UNITED STATES OF f *ERtCA 
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, DC 20408 

JUN 2 0 1972 




This is in regard to the copy of your letter of June 5, 1972, to the 
Attorney General which you sent to Mr. MarK. G. EcKhoff • 

The notation concerning a roll of film referred to in Dr. Lattimer’s 
article is part of a report entitled "Report of Inspection by Naval 
Medical Staff on November 1, i 960 at National Archives of X-Rays 
and Photographs of Autopsy of President John F. Kennedy." 

Under the terms of 5 U.S.C. 552, subsection (b) ( 6 ), we do not 
furnish copies of the report because it is a part of "medical files 
and similar files, the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy" of the family of the late 
President Kennedy. We show it to the researchers whose applications 
to examine the autopsy material are approved by the Kennedy family 
representative, Mr. Burse Marshall, because it contains a descriptive 
list of the material. We do not, however, furnish copies to them. 



Deputy Archivist 
of the United States 


Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 



MCL :MOE : bow 



L. Patrick Gray, III 
Acting Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Gauf 

Eastwood 

Paff 


Mary C. Lawton 

Deputy .assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

President's Commission on the Assassination 
of President Kennedy 




Enclosed is a letter from the Archivist of the United 
States, with attachments, asking the Department of Justice to 
review certain documents of the President's Commission on the 
Assassination of President Kennedy to determine which of the 
classified documents might be declassified or downgraded and 
which unclassified or declassified documents may be made 
available to researchers. 

Fredericka Paff (187-2056) and Mary Eastwood (187- 
2053) of my staff have made a cursory review of these docu- 
ments, which are contained in 12 boxes at the National Archives. 
All but one file, which includes Justice Department correspond- 
ence from the Department of Defense and the Atomic Energy 
Commission and part of the Commission transcript (January 27, 
1964, meeting), appear to be FBI documents and correspondence. 
Several of the boxes contain tape recordings (reels) . 

We would appreciate yourdesignating someone to review 
these files and reporting your conclusions respecting those 
which may be released to researchers to this Office so that we 
can prepare the Department's report to the Archivist. 


Attachment 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


C JERAL SERVICES ADMINISTR. .ON 

National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, DC 20408 



Honorable Richard G. Kleindienst 
Acting Attorney C-er.eral 
Department of Justice 
Washington, DC 20530 

Dear Mr. Kleindienst: 
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Enclosed are copies of our letter of August IT, 1970, to Attorney 
General Mitchell concerning the review of the numbered Document 
File of. the President's Commission on the Assassination of 
President Kennedy and of his reply of November 3, 19T0-. In addi- 
tion to the Numbered Document File involved in these letters, the 
records of the Commission include correspondence and internal 
records of the Commission, some of which relate to the functions 
of other Government agencies and their part in the investigation 
of the assassination. These records were reviewed- by the National 
Archives in. 1967 at the request of the Department of Justice. 

Some of them were withheld from research, and it is now time for 
the five year review of these- documents provided for in the guide- 
lines that apply to the records. I would liKe to as& the Department 
of Justice to review those documents which relate to its functions. 
They consist chiefly of correspondence between the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the Commission (about two linear inches). 
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Both the material that we are now ashing the Department of Justice to 
review and the documents withheld from research in the Numbered Docu- 
ment File of the Commission include some security classified documents. 
The Department may wish to consider these documents under the pro- 
visions of Executive Order II652 of March 10, 1972 (37 F.R. 5209), to 
determine whether they should be declassified or downgraded, and if 
they are declassified, whether they should be made available for 
research or withheld under a different exemption to the "Freedom of 
Information Act" (5 U.S.C. 552) and a different guideline from Guide- 
line 2 . 



The following staff members of the National Archives will be pleased 
to furnish any further information that may be needed: Mr. MarK G. 

EcKhoff, Chief, Legislative, Judicial, and Fiscal Branch, or 
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August 17, 1970 


Honorable Jc!m IT. Mitchell 
Attorney General 
Washington, D. C. 20530 . 

. 0 * 

0 

Dear Mr. Attorney General i • 

'fhe President's CemiGSion on the Assassination of President Kennedy 
transferred its records to the National Archives in November I96A 
to be "permanently preserved* under the rules and regulations of 
the National Archives and applicable Federal lav” (li cuort of the 
Coimlsnion, p. XV). He records Included some uocuncn&o which 
are withhold from disclosure by specific statutes, security 
classified records/ investigatory files compiled for lav enforce- 
ment purposes, and nodical and personnel records. It was apparent 
that the records of tho G omission would have to be reviewed on 
a docuvcnt-by-documcnt basis in order to identify tho relatively 
few documents of this- nature that could not lrar.cdintoly be node 
available for research. 

This review van conducted in 19S5 in accordance with "Guidelines 
for Peview of Materials Submitted to the President's Comic oion 
on the Assassination of President Kennedy,” which were prepared 
by tho Department of Justice in. consultation with the agencies 
which furnished records to the Comission (copy enclosed). Under 
these guidelines (page 2) it ia^tho responsibility of the /archivist 
of. the United States to arrange* for cuccecsivc reviews of the - 
records of the Comisoion that are withheld from research. A3 
it is now five years since tho review of the Numbered Document 
File of the Comission in 1965, it is tine for the documents that 
were .withheld from research at that tine to bo reviewed again as 
indicated in the last paragraph of the guidelines. The National 
/archives will be plcaced to show the documents vithheld from 
research at the request of your Department to any members of your 
staff who nay bo selected to review then. The following documents 
ere vithheld at the request of the Office of. legal Counsel of the 
Department of Justice: 

1. About four linear feet of reports of tha Federal Bureau 
Of Investigation. 
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2. Co-.riTiic.oion Document 355> a voluno (about tvo inches thick) 
of copies of summaries of Hi I interviews with, acquaintances 
of Jack L. Ruby which wan transmitted to the Commission 
by a letter dated Fcbniary 196’i, of the Assistant Attorney 
General in charco of the Criminal Division of the Department. 
Witlihcld under Guideline 30. .. 

The follow ing staff ner.bcra of the national Arcliivcs may bo called, 
for any. additional information that may be needed: Mr. Mark G. 

Kckhoff, Director, Legislative, Judicial and Diplomatic Records 
Division, or Mr* Marion M. Johnson, on Code 13, Extension 23171* 


Sincerely, 



HEKBSCT E. AITG3L 


Actirg; Archivist 
of the United States 


Enclosure 


cc inofficial file - NED 
Reading file - 1DIDC 
Day file --N 
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•GUIDELINES FOR REVIEW ' 0? •• MATERIALS SUBMITTED TO 
THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNE 


1. ' Sec outcry requirements prohibiting disclosure should be observe 

2. Security classifications should be respected, but the agency 

responsible for the classification should carefully re- 
evaluate the concents of each classified document and . 
determine w nether tne cia ssincation cun, . consistently 
with the national security, be eliminated- or downgraded,. 

3. Unclassified material which has not already beet disclosed 

in another f c rm should be made available to the public 
on a .regular basis unless disclosure-- 

(A) . Would be detrimental to the administration and 

« 

enforcement of the laws and regulations of the 
United States and its agencies; 

(B) Might reveal the identity of confidential sources 
of information and impede or jeopardize future 
investigations by precluding or limiting the use 
of the same or similar sources hereafter; 

(C) Would be a source of embarrassment to innocent, 
persons, who are the subject, source, or apparent 
source- of the material in question, because it 

. contains gossip and rumor or details of a. personal 
nature having no significant connection with the 


assassination of the President; 



apply, your department: should, in determining whether or not to 
authorize disclosure, weigh that reason against the overriding 
policy c; the Executive Branch favoring the fullest possible dis- 
closure. , 


Unless sooner released to the public, classified and. unclassi 
fied material which is not now made available to the public shall, 
as a minimum, be reviewed, by the agency concerned five years and 
ten years after the initial examination has been completed. The 
criteria applied in the initial examination, outlined aoove, shoul 
be applied to determine whether changed circumstances will permit 
further disclosure. Similar reviews should be undertaken ar ten- 
year in t at- t is until all mat riels are opc.r.._d leg l^imara re- 

search purposes. The Archivist of the United States will arrange 
for such review at the appropriate time. Whenever possible’ pro- 
vision should be made for the automatic declassif ication of 
classified material which cannot be declassified at this time. 
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Mr;, Herbert E. Angel 
Acting Archivist of the United States 
National Archives and Records Services 
Washington, D. C. 20408 

Dear Mr. Angel: • 

This is in response to your letter of August 17, 1970, 
in which you notified me that it is time for the documents 
in the Numbered Document File of the Warren Commission to 
be reviewed for the purpose of determining whether any of 
these documents previously withheld may now be released to 
the public. You noted that the documents furnished the 
Commission by this Department include "about four linear ' 
feet' of reports of the Federal Bureau of Investigation" and 
"Commission Document 355, a volume (about two inches thick) 
of copies of summaries of FBI interviews with acquaintances 
of Jack L. Ruby." 

At my request, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
the Office of Legal Counsel conducted a review of those docu-. 
ments. The accompanying memorandum of October 1, 1970, which 
is entitled "Five-Year Review of Warren Commission Files", 
contains this Department's recommendation with respect to 
release of the FBI reports. I believe you will find the 
memorandum self-explanatory. 

As to the other item- -Commission Document 355--the De- 
partment recommends partial disclosure. As noted, the Docu- 
ment contains copies of summaries of interviews by the FBI 
of individuals acquainted with Jack Ruby. The full inter- 
views are' contained in FBI investigative reports, some of 




j 
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' which have been released to the public. The Department 
has no objection to the release of those summaries in 
Commission Document 355 relating to interviews which 
'themselves are in public view. However, if the inter- 
view being summarized has not been released to the public, 
we would oppose release of the corresponding summary in 
Commission Document 355. 

If the Department can be of further assistance, please 
do not hesitate to consult us. 


Sincerely, 





JMG : bow 


cc: 


June 15, 1972 


/£<?,. ,/ 


The Files 


Jack M. Goldklang 
Office of Legal Counsel 


FILE 
Gauf 
Lawton 
Ulman 
Goldklang 
Classified files 
Document Packet 



6. A. K. 


Notes in OLC Safe on Warren Commission Documents 



The OLC safe contains some handwritten and typewritten 
documents about six inches thick prepared by Dudley Chapman. 
These notes summarize documents collected by the Warren Com- 
mission which were not made public. According to Mr. Chapman, 
the law requires that every five years the documents be 
reviewed to see what additional documents can be released. 

The notes are therefore being retained in the OLC safe should 
the occasion arise when OLC may be asked again to participate 
in the required review. 
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ENER AL SERVICES ADMINIST, .TION 

National Archives and Records Service 
Washington , D.C. 20408 


March 27, 1972 



Honorable Richard 3. Schve liter 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Schvelkert 


r 





slnation of President 


)ur letter of March 21, 1972, in behalf of 
[ concerning records relating to the aasas- 
Kennedy. 


We have no Information concerning Dr. John E. Lattiaer's inter- 
pretation of the X-rays prepared daring the autopsy of President 
Kenned^excep^fhat is stated in the See Yor& Times story to 
whlcfcHHHB|^^ftraf era 

The X-rays and photographs ta&en during the autopsy were turned 
over to Senator Robert F. Kennedy on April 26, 1965. A memoran- 
dum of April 30, 1964, by Arlan Specter, a member of the staff 
of the Warren Caemlsslon, among the records of the Commission 
indicates that Senator Kennedy, who was the Attorney General at 
that time, was at least consulted by the Secret Service concern- 
ing the question of access to the material before the date of the 
memorandum. In an interview (U.3. News and World Report, Octo- 
ber 10, 1966} Mr. Specter said that he had been shown a photograph 
which was stated to be a photograph of President Kennedy's bacic but 
that the entire set of X-rays and photographs was not available to 
the Commission. 


The laboratory investigative file relating to the spectre graphic 
analysis of the bullet (CS 399) and bullet fragments involved in 
the assassination of President Kennedy is in the custody of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. We are referring a copy of 
your lett er and its encl osure to the Department of Justice in 
regard question about that file. 


We can furnish an electrostatic copy of the memora ndum by Arlea 
Specter for our minimum charge of $1.00. To order 
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should send a check or money order made payable to the General Service* 
Administration (N3FL) and addressed to the C a shi er , national Archive# 
and Record* Service, Washington, D. C. 20408. 
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J/NBS B. RHOADS 

Archivist of the United States 
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cc : Department of Justice 
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Respectfully referred to: 
■chivist of the United St^e^ 


Because of the desire of this office to be 
responsive to all inquiries and communications, 
your consideration of the attached is 
requested. Your findings and views, in 
duplicate fora, along with return of the 
enclosure, will be appreciated by 


'■ u.s.s. 


Fora #2 



v.' 


Dear Senator bchweiker. 



February Hi, 


1972 


Tl ’.aiilca for your help in the past, on matters I have requested information. I 
have a few more questions, which I hope some member of your staff can get the 
answers to. 

is you are undoubtedly aware, several critics of the barren Commission '^''report 
on the Assassination of President Kennedy have raised certain questions con- 
cerning the validity of the Commission's conclusions, in several areas. The 
Sunday, January 10, 1972 edition of the Hew York Times contained a front-page 
article written by Fred P. Graham describing the recent research conducted in 
the national Archives by Doctor John X. Lattimer, a New York City physician. 


Doctor lattimer, evidently, had access to the autopsy photos and X-rays, which 
were supposedly not viewed by the members and staff officials of The Commission. 
His most interesting observation concerned the President's back-neck wounds. He 
said, that the X-rays prove that the front and back bullet holes 7/ere made by the 
sane bullet, which passed thru the President's body and left two tiny flakes of 
metal and air in the tissues along the path between the two holes. Strange indeed, 
that the three doctors, who conducted the autopsy, or none of the X-ray technicians 
present, saw any of the underlined items. At least, the official Autopsy P.eport 
contained in the 'barren Report' makes no mention of the items discovered by 
Doctor Lattimer. 

Following, are quotations from two segments of Mr. C-raham's article, which I hope 
you can finally straighten-out: 

"The 65 X-rays, color transparencies and black-and-white negatives taken during 
the autopsy have been a focus of controversy because the Kennedy family had 
previously guarded them so closely that not even members and staff officials 
of the barren Commission, which was appointed by President Johnson to inves- 
tigate the assassination were allowed to see them." 

" Shortly after the assassination the autopsy pictures and X-rays were given 
to the then attorney general, P.ooert F. Kennedy. On Oct. 29, 1966, .they were 
placed by the Kennedy family in the National Archives, subject to a contract 
that denied access for the next five years to all but certain governmental 
bodies. " 

The number "65," cited as the total number of X-rays and photos taken during 
the autopsy must be a matter of numeral reversal, since two FBI agents present 
at the autopsy reported, that a total of 11 developed X-rays and L5 undeveloped . 
phot.. . were turned-over to a Secret Service agent, who was present. 

I'.y questions, in regard to the two quotations, are these: , On what date(s) aid. 
the Secret Service turn over the autopsy photos and X-ray3 to the late attorney- 
general, Robert F. Kennedy? At any tine prior to the release of the Commission's 
report, did any member of the Commission, or a member of its staff view one or 
more of the autopsy photos and X-rays? 
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1 rr< hare also stated, that ballistics tests conducted by Doctor lattice r r, 
the "arren Comsiiss ion's theory that the sane bullet v/nich passed thru Fr< 
Kennedy 1 s neck, also wounded Governor Connelly. This bullet, allegedly : 
!.*r. Connelly* s hospital stretcher, v/as designated Comission Inhibit 399. 


I would like to know, if the results cf the spectographic analysis tests 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation concerning CD 299 and other bullet 
notably those pictured in CE 31*2 (fragments removed from Governor Coanai] 
are now public information, under the provisions of the Freedom of Info it 


There is no rush on these natters, but would appreciate reply when, and i 
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ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Criminal Division 
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